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SERVING THE UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY AND THE CITIES OF: 

 

AGOURA HILLS 
ARTESIA 
AZUSA 
BALDWIN PARK 
BELL 
BELL GARDENS 
BELLFLOWER 
BRADBURY 
 

CALABASAS 
CARSON 
CERRITOS 
CLAREMONT 
COMMERCE 
COVINA 
CUDAHY 
 

DIAMOND BAR 
DUARTE 
EL MONTE 
GARDENA 
GLENDORA 
HAWAIIAN GARDENS 
HAWTHORNE 
 

HIDDEN HILLS 
HUNTINGTON PARK 
INDUSTRY 
INGLEWOOD 
IRWINDALE 
LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE 
LA HABRA 

LA MIRADA 
LA PUENTE 
LAKEWOOD 
LANCASTER 
LAWNDALE 
LOMITA 
LYNWOOD 

MALIBU 
MAYWOOD 
NORWALK 
PALMDALE 
PALOS VERDES ESTATES 
PARAMOUNT 
PICO RIVERA 

POMONA 
RANCHO PALOS VERDES 
ROLLING HILLS 
ROLLING HILLS ESTATES 
ROSEMEAD 
SAN DIMAS 
SANTA CLARITA 

SIGNAL HILL 
SOUTH EL MONTE 
SOUTH GATE 
TEMPLE CITY 
WALNUT 
WEST HOLLYWOOD 
WESTLAKE VILLAGE 
WHITTIER 

 

 
February 14, 2012 
 
TO:  EACH SUPERVISOR 
 
FROM: DARYL L. OSBY, FIRE CHIEF  
 
U.S. GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE REPORT - STATION FIRE:   
FOREST SERVICE’S RESPONSE OFFERS POTENTIAL LESSONS FOR FUTURE 
WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT 
 
The U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) recently released their report titled, 
“Station Fire: Forest Service’s Response Offers Potential Lessons for Future Wildland Fire 
Management.”  The purpose of this memorandum is to provide your Honorable Board with a 
summary of the report only as it relates to a status of the recommendations in your five-
signature letter regarding wildfire management protocols, dated January 5, 2010 (attached). 
 
Brush Clearance Requirements 
 
The GAO report states that according to fire officials, the Station Fire highlighted the 
importance of maintaining defensible space around structures in high-risk areas.  The report 
also identifies the importance of having an action plan to protect critical communications 
and other infrastructure on Mt. Wilson.  Additionally, the report recognizes the following 
items that have been implemented since the Station Fire: 
 

 The Forest Service’s Pacific Southwest Region issued a memorandum increasing 
the minimum requirement for defensible space around structures within and adjacent 
to national forests from 30 feet to 100 feet. 

 

 The Forest Service has decided to allow 300 feet of defensible space around the 
communications infrastructure and the Mt. Wilson observatory. 
 

Fire Suppression Methodologies 
 
The GAO report states, “The Station Fire exemplifies a situation where using night-flying 
aircraft may allow the Forest Service to suppress a fire before it escapes efforts to contain 
it.”  The report then recognizes the implementation of the following items: 
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 The Forest Service changed its night-flying policy to authorize the use of specific 
night-flying aircraft. 
 

 Note:  The Department updated its agreement with the Forest Service to 
clarify circumstances under which Department night-flying helicopters may be 
used. 

 

 The Forest Service began a nationwide assessment of the agency’s night-flying 
operations. 

 
The GAO report makes the following recommendations: 
 

 The Forest Service should clarify when it expects agency firefighting resources to be 
used instead of assets from other sources. 
 

 The Forest Service should document the steps it plans to take in response to the 
lessons identified in its review of the Station Fire. 

 
The GAO Report regarding the Station Fire can be viewed by accessing the following 
website:  http://gao.gov/assets/590/587075.pdf. 
 
In conclusion, the Department’s revised agreement with the Forest Service expands the 
scope for night-flying helicopters by eliminating the previous restrictions, and if needed, 
allows for the use of the Department’s leased CL-415 SuperScoopers.  Also, the 
Department will continue to monitor any progress the Forest Service is making regarding 
brush clearance and defensible space, and will provide you with an update in 90 days. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at (323) 881-6180. 
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